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lighting conditions following the use of light-colored blackboards and 
dark crayons. 

An interesting paper on the extent of loss of ocular efficiency in 
direct, semidirect, and indirect systems of artificial illumination was 
read by Prof. Ferree, of Bryn Mawr College, Pa. 

The speaker found that work in direct systems of artificial illumina- 
tion is accompanied by a rapid fall in ocular efficiency; that in the 
semidirect system, where a part of the light falls directly on the work 
and a part is reflected from the ceiling and walls, the loss of ocular 
efficiency is nearly the same as that produced by direct illumination ; 
while with indirect illumination, where no light falls directly upon 
the work, but all is reflected from ceilings and walls, the loss of ocular 
efficiency is hardly greater than with the use of diffuse daylight 
illumination. 

Intestinal Parasites in Children. 

Of interest in the session devoted to "The exciting and contributing 
causes of disease and physical defects in school children" was a paper 
read by Dr. J. A. Ferrell, of the Rockefeller Sanitary Commission, 
on "Intestinal parasites, the rural school a factor in spreading their 
infection." 

This paper gave a summary of the findings of the commission in 
the case of 46,794 children found harboring intestinal parasites. Of 
these, 22,782, or 48 per cent, had hookworm infection; 7,991, or 20 per 
cent, had ascarides; 2,915, or 6 per cent, had Trichocephalus dispar; 
1,246, or 2 per cent, had dwarf tapeworm; 134, or .02 per cent, had 
strongyloides ; and 46, or .009 per cent, had Oxyuris vermicularis. 

Of interest is Dr. Ferrell's statement that many of the cases of 
ascaris infection presented marked symptoms of retardation and 
anemia. 



PELLAGRA IN MISSISSIPPI. 

ITS REPORTED PREVALENCE AND GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION. 

By C. H. Lavikdeb, Surgeon, United States Public Health Service. 

Pellagra has been reported to be on the increase in certain local- 
ities in Mississippi. On a recent visit to the State to ascertain to 
what extent this reported increase existed the following interesting 
statistical tables were kindly furnished to me by Dr. F. L. Watkins, 
deputy State registrar, Jackson, Miss. 

As will be seen from the tables, certain of the county health officers 
failed to make the required reports. However, the tables give some 
idea of the prevalence and geographic distribution of pellagra in the 
State by race and counties. The information contained in these 
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tables is believed to be more complete than that in the possession of 
any other State in which pellagra exists to any great extent. In 
previous communications I have expressed regret over the fact that 
so little definite information relative to the occurrence of cases of 
pellagra has been made a matter of record in the territory in which 
the disease prevails and voiced the hope that the States affected 
would at an early date take the necessary measures to supply this 
much needed information by requiring the notification of cases. 
Mississippi, so far as I am aware, is one of the first, if not the first, 
State to give such complete and valuable data upon this disease. 
The records of the prevalence and distribution of pellagra being com- 
piled by the State of Mississippi are deemed worthy of commendation. 

Cases of pellagra, reported in Mississippi during first 6 months of 1913. 
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1 County health officer failed to make a report. 
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Cases of pellagra reported in Mississippi, during first 6 -months of 1913 — Continued. 
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i County health officer failed to make a report. 
Deaths from pellagra reported in Mississippi from November, 191$, to June, 1918. 
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Deaths from pellagra reported in Mississippi /rom November, 1912, to June, 1913 — Con. 
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